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WHO WE ARE
Greenpop is an award-winning social enterprise on a
mission to (re)connect people with our planet and
each other. We plant trees and have fun doing it!
We work on urban greening, agroforestry and
reforestation
projects,
spread
environmental
awareness, and activate people through green
festivals, adventure trips and workshops. Greenpop
was founded in 2010 and has since planted over
66,000 trees at schools and other urban sites as well
as forests and farms across South Africa, Zambia
and Tanzania.
It’s a Treevolution. Get involved!
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WHY TREES
Forests cover one third of the earth's land mass and
perform vital functions around the world. They play a
key role in our battle against climate change, feed our
rivers, help to regulate the impact of storms and
floods, harbor biologically-diverse ecosystems, and
provide
shelter,
jobs
and
security
for
forest-dependent populations. Within our cities, urban
forests purify the air and ground water, regulate
temperatures, provide shade, and encourage pride of
place.
Despite all of these priceless benefits, we are
destroying the very forests we need to survive. In
addition, we have become disconnected from nature
- our beautiful planet and only home. But it's not too
late. By activating people from all walks of life to
(re)connect with nature, plant trees and get active for
our planet, Greenpop is helping to pave the road
toward a greener future.
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OUR WORK
We believe getting active (not anxious) for our planet.
Since 2010, Greenpop has hosted hundreds of
educational events and planted over 66 000 trees
across Southern Africa.
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WHERE WE WORK
TANZANIA

ZAMBIA

SOUTH AFRICA
Across Southern Africa, we work with
local partners in the field to plant and
maintain indigenous, fruit and medicinal
trees in schools, community centres,
clinics, farms and forests.
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OUR APPROACH
EMPOWERING OUR BENEFICIARIES.

ACTIVATING OUR AUDIENCE.

At Greenpop, we see our beneficiaries as partners in our
mission and aim to empower them to maintain and grow
their urban greening and reforestation projects over time.

We believe in encouraging people to get active (not
anxious) about the future of our planet. As such, turning
green action into an event is at our core.

Prior to any trees being planted, Greenpop undertakes a
careful site selection process to ensure that communities
take ownership of their projects. After the trees are in the
ground, we maintain an ongoing relationship with our
beneficiaries through weekly check-ins, frequent
face-to-face monitoring of their projects and bi-annual
skills development workshops.

Whether we are hosting a corporate group on a facilitated
tree planting day on the Cape Flats, a tree planting and
music festival for 500 people in Africa’s southernmost
forest, an educational sustainability camp for a school
group or a clothing swap evening at our office - we aim to
get people active by making green living fun and popular.

Greenpop has also recently launched our Satellite
Projects Programme which aims to support independent
like-minded projects in South Africa and Tanzania that are
working towards our shared goals of urban greening and
reforestation.

For those who cannot attend our events, we have a
strong online presence and regularly create and share
content aimed at inspiring a greener lifestyle. On our 5th
birthday we launched The Active Citizen; a bi-weekly
newsletter which encourages our global audience to get
active for themselves, their communities and the planet.
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OUR PROJECTS
1.

Cape Town Urban Greening Programme

In South Africa, there is huge disparity between ‘leafy’ privileged areas and ‘barren’ under-privileged areas. We are combating this
trend by planting indigenous and fruit trees and spreading eco-education at schools, clinics and community centres in under-greened
areas. We also run skills development workshops and support our beneficiaries through a 2-year monitoring and support programme.

2.

Our urban micro-farm and nursery - an eco-education hub

Our nursery in Woodstock, Cape Town is known as Greenpop’s ‘Green Heart’. We keep our urban greening trees here before they are
planted. In addition, we grow an abundance of vegetables and fruit to feed our office and host workshops here to demonstrate how it
is possible to grow food in a small, previously run-down, urban space.

3.

Platbos Reforestation Project and our Reforest Fests

Our Platbos Reforestation Project has seen the planting of 34 344 endemic trees over the last 5 years in the southernmost forest in
Africa. Our efforts to restore degraded areas of Platbos forest, situated in the Overberg region of South Africa, culminate with our
annual Platbos Reforest Fests which bring together hundreds of people of all ages and backgrounds to plant thousands of trees, listen
to live music and get active for the sustainability of our planet.

4.

Zambia Festival of Action and ongoing Livingstone eco-education programme

See the ‘spotlight’ on this project on page 10 below.

5.

Satellite Tree Planting Project Programme

We work to support other like-minded projects which have shared goals through our Satellite Projects Programme. To date, we have
supported planting projects in South Africa (Hogsback, Eastern Cape; Wilderness, Garden Route; Greyton, Western Cape) and in
Tanzania (Udzungwa Forest).
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- From the Field -

SPOTLIGHT ON ZAMBIA

LEARNING IN LIVINGSTONE
In Livingstone, Zambia deforestation is a daily reality. But rather than seeing
this as an insurmountable obstacle, Greenpop sees an opportunity to learn.
Each year during June and July, Greenpop runs the Zambia Festival of
Action - a three week service learning project which brings together
hundreds of high school students and adults from all over the world to learn
about sustainability and active citizenship and plant thousands of trees at
schools and community farms near Livingstone.
Over the last four years, the project has evolved from having a singular focus
on tree planting to taking a more plural approach; eco-enterprise workshops,
permaculture activities, food forest projects, public art activations, waste
management training, skills development and leadership take centre stage. It
is now an emersion in sustainability - a conference of holistic active
citizenship and skills sharing that leaves participants ready to tackle
challenges in their own communities.
At the heart of Greenpop’s ethos is a belief that environmental and social
solutions lie, not in anxiety, which can immobilise, but in positive action.
David Nikisi, a forestry student from Zimbabwe who joined the programme in
2015 noted that, while many talk about change, “Greenpop has the
know-how and the action.”

“If you are looking for a new
and different experience to
connect with nature and people,
this is it.”
Gathigia Kinyua,
Kenyan High School Student

PARTNERSHIPS
We love creative, mutually-beneficial partnerships. Rather than taking a
one-size-fits-all approach, we like to develop unique relationships that best
serve our partners and our mission.

BOS Ice Tea sponsors a
tree for every 2000 units
they sell. To date thay
have sponsored over
10000 trees.

Reliance Compost
sponsors compost for all of
Greenpop’s urban greening
projects in Cape Town.

Bloomberg sends their
team to get their hands
dirty planting trees at
schools in Cape Town
twice annually.
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PRESS
Over the last 5 years, Greenpop has received significant press coverage
through dozens of media outlets. Here are some of the highlights:

UNITED NATIONS DISPATCH.
UN Dispatch writer Mako Muzenda wrote a full length article about the potential for Greenpop’s
Zambia Festival of Action to fight deforestation and inspire social change.
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OUR DIRECTORS
Lauren O’Donnell: Lauren is a co-founder and the Managing
Director of Greenpop. With a passion for people, Lauren
spends her days inspiring individuals from all walks of life to
be active citizens and get active (not anxious) about the
future of our planet. Read more about Lauren here.
Misha Teasdale: Misha is a co-founder and the Tree-E-O of
Greenpop. In 2010, Misha gathered like-minded individuals
to plant 1000 trees in 1 month and hasn’t stopped since! In
2011 he landed Top 200 Young South Africans by the Mail
and Guardian. When he is not planting trees, you can find
him inspiring entrepreneurs as a YALI Africa Fellow or
sprinting up Table Mountain. Read more about Misha here.
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GET INVOLVED
From attending a Festival of Action, to giving a tree as a birthday gift, to
activating your company to support an entire tree planting project, there are
many opportunities to join our mission.

FUNDRAISE.

DONATE.

ATTEND.

Our activists have done
pretty amazing stuff to raise
funds for trees. Whether you
host a bake sale, run a
marathon or dedicate your
birthday we’ll use all of the
funds you raise to plant trees
in places that need them.

Sponsor a tree to be planted
for yourself or as a gift and
receive a personalised
certificate with the GPS
coordinates of where it’s
growing! Or contribute on a
monthly basis and watch
your forest grow over time.

Making tree planting and
green living into an event is
how we create magic. From
weekend tree planting
festivals and 3-week camping
adventures to live music and
clothing swaps, we have an
event for everyone.
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CONTACT US
FOLLOW US.

Contact info@greenpop.org for media, partnership and
general inquiries or to request a speaker.
Greenpop

greenpoptreevolution
@greenpopsa

5th Floor, Jaga House, 61 Wale Street
Bo Kaap, Cape Town, 8000

@greenpopsa

t: +27 (0) 21 461 9265
info@greenpop.org
www.greenpop.org

Misha Teasdale
Founder & Tree-E-O
misha@greenpop.org
Lauren O’Donnell
Founder & Managing Director
lauren@greenpop.org
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